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io Needless to say, the
sel €s of such an expert as Mr. Racd-
ford Shone entail a fabulous fee; but
doubtiess the Nizam regards it as a
positively safe insurance premium for
the protection of his gems.”
‘Thank v« Martin,” said thz man
other side of the read: I
anticipate great things from that an- |
nouncement.’ .'
“1 was afraid you might be annoyed |
at it. the—er—publicity—"
A grating laugh interrupted the halt-
ng su
M dea Martin, T put that para-
B pl myself said the other.
Don VOU SO pull it <ives me
any scoundrels who may be pi
to mder my client? Heaving
Radford Shone has been pitted |
against them, the chances are in fa-|
vor of their entirely abandoning the!
attempt which his highness has been |
warned against.” ]
“l1 never thought of that,” was the|
modest reply.
“You seldom think of anything,”
the severe rejoinder—so severe
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‘Wow, attend to me, Irspector Quil-
iam,” he said, in wiusion.,  “Youl
must step on the tips of your toes in
this matter. The India office does
not want to mar the festivities with a
public andal. Englisn prestize
would suffer in native eyes if it be-
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don’t let us have any arrests, except|

in the-last extremity.”

A month had passed since this vfnn-}r‘l-",\lﬂ.'-'
morning in | Radford

versation, and one brassy
December 1 found mys
veranda of Mason's
gazing out over the

the Maiden.

If sitting on the
hotel a3
VAaSL . perspective
Though the great cere-
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mony of proclamation was 1.0t due for
a fortnight, the camps of the Indian!
princess of .the press correspondenis,
and of the wealthier sightseers were
everywhere in evidence on the plain,
the white canvas shimmerinzg in the
heat blaze. Like all the others in
the place, the hotel was crowded—at
fabulous prices.

Suddenly from the c¢hair next mine

on the veranda, I heard a chuckling
faugh, and glancing askance, I saw that
fts occupant had become interested in
a paragraph in the Delhi Gazette. He
was a heavily built, youngish wman,
somewhat loudly dressed, and heavily
metaled as to watch chain and rings,
Having read the paragraph through,
he offered the paper to his neighbor on
the other side.

“By jove, Shone, but your fame pre-
redes you,” he laughed rather nervous-
ly. “Seen this?”

“Read it aldud,” was the response,

In a thin, strident voice.

“But it gives the show away,” whis-
pered the stout young iman, glancing
round the thronged veranda.

“Read it aloud,” the other persisted,
in a tone that would take nc denial

hat it induced silence both on the part
of its butt and of the other occupants
of the veranda, who must have heard
every word of the conversation.

To me it had been of absorbing in-
i for I had net been aware that
the Nizama had received a separats
warning—still less that he had taken
steps for protecting his jewelry by em-

ierest,

an English private detective.
Shone was known to me, by
repute only, as a clever investigator
who went about his business aceam-

panied by a sort of tame fugleman who

was supposed to be writing his me-
moirs. 1 will confess at onca that his
ideas of countering dangerous crimi-
nals by advertising himself ‘ag their
opponent had elements of novelty
which hardly appealed to me. But

probably he would have bidd2n his his-
torian note that I was a hidebound
official if I had introduced myseclf and
mooted as much.

I was ruminating on this new facter
in my task when a gentleman who had
been sitting farther along the line of
chairs rose and walked zlowly by, cast-
ing an interested glance at Radford
Shone and his companion as he passed.
He was a tall, spare, clean shaven, as-
cetic looking man of some 60 years,
noticeable by the professional cut of
his European garments, which, unlike
the other tourists about, he had not
discarded in favor of lighter wesr.
Save for the puggaree an:d solar hat, he
might have been a spruce consultant
just stepped out of hig house in Harley
Street.

His gaze, removed from Radford
Shone and Martin, rested on me for the
fraction of a second, to be instantiy
=hifted to a clattaring crowd of Ameri-
can globe trotters who came {rooping

n to th r And 1 was glad of
that respite, f that fipction nf a|
( 11 had 1 wgnized the hawk faced |
one of the princes of erime,
to his as = as “Deadly
"and to Scotiand Yard by half

of aliases,
though! Could 1 be mistaken?
The foremost of the Americans—a big, |

creature, with

large—addressed

plutoerat writ-

ten him by.name and

got to be turned into a friend, 1 guess,
Ther¢ a slap-up tent ready for you,
and

i I'll hire another nigger to wait on

s

“Do come, doctor,” chimed in the
pretty girl, and she was backed up

bv a chorus from her attendant swains.
The proposed guest was not of an age
to excite their jealousy.

The gentleman who was in such re-

quest demurred a little, and it struck
me that, though eager to accept the
invitation, he was somehow embar-
rassed by it. The Americans pressed
him hard. !

*Very well, Mr. Van Cortlandt; it is;
difficult to deny oneself such a1 )leas-

ure” he yielded suavely at last. “But
I should like to be allowed to defer
joining you till this evening, as I have
some business to attend to in ~“he city
first.”

in his breezy manner old Van Cort-
landt assented to the arrangement, and
led his chattering crowd away as
noisily as they had come. Nightingall
stood dreamily looking after them, his
stern lins creased with a faint smile,
which faded suddenly as he turned
away and looked straight at me. I
was not looking at him, but I felt the
magnetic influence of his eyes, and I
feared he knew me. Then came reiief,
as he consuited his watch and walked
rapidly away along the veranda.

“Evidently a gentieman of distinc-
tion and in great social demand,” was
Mr. Radford Shone's verdict.

“And he's in luck, being asked to the
camp. for that was a ripping girl”
Martin avowed.

It was not for me to pass judgment
onm the great expert's complacency, for
I was by no means sure that my sus-
pect was the man I took him for. 1
had never had “Deadly Smooth” in my
hands, and had only seen him once
acress a crowded court a dozen years
before, when he had bheen sentenced to
a long term. But I had his record at
my finger tips, and I knew that if
“Dr. Nightingall” was his latest alias
1 should have my work cut eut for
ine. - T -

Impressed with this idea, I rose, de-
termined to find out what was the
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shook him genially by the bhard. The
rest of the tribe, an elderly lady and a
very pretty girl in a smart Paris frocek, |
and two atendant cavaliers, seemed
| equally pleased to meet the man “who |
was beginning to loom so largely in
my calculations,

“Ah! Dr. Nigntingall,” exclaimed the
head of the party. “I reckoned we
should find vou here. We've come Lo
carry you off to our own camp on the
plain, so as we can hear some more
of those cunning yarns you told on
the way up from Bombay. You're the
cort of a chance acquaintance that’s
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man’s mouth, and I knew all about the
transaction. The sahib had called for
2 hollow wall of gunmetal with 'a hole
in it an eighth of an inch in diameter,
ordered the previous evening.

The thing was undoubtedly a bomb.
I knew that T had made no mistake, |
and that the first time the Nizam ap-

d in public wearing “The Star of |

be

i
1

nb would used
a the jewel rifled in

South” that
fatal cffe
confusion.
instantly made
would adopt. lemem-

mind was
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i€ course

disguise myself as a native and apply
for the situation, trusting to my
star to be in time to obtain it. Mak-|

ing all speed back te the hotel, I took

the proprietor partiy into my confi-
dence, with the result that with his
aid I was soon iransformed into the

complete semblance of a Bengali Kkhit-
magar, stained dusky brown from head
to foot.

On my way out I had to pass the
door of the billiard room, and the sound
of a strident voice inspired a spirit of
mischief. Entering the room, 1 found
that its only occupants were Mr. Rad-
ford Shons and Martin, the former en-
throned on the settee, contemptuous-
iy watching his friend’'s solitary prac-
Lice,

Shambling over to Shone, I made low

obeisance, at the same time address-
{ing him in the vernacular. The re-
sponse, accompanied by an angry

glare. was the guestion, in English:

“iVhat do vou want, you rascal?”

Score on: over the great expert. He
jid not even know the language of the
country to which he had come a thief-
hunting.

“The fame of the sahib has reachea
me,” I said, speaking now also in Eng-
lish, but adopting the phraseology eof
the east. *“I could not resist, worm
under his feet that I am, crawling into
his presence to feast my eyes on the
learned pundit who solves all prob-
lems."

“Do you hear that, Martin?” said
Shone, pompously. “The magic of my
methods has impressed even the dull
wits of these natives.”

“Why not?”’ his slavish admirer
flattered him. ‘“They would indeed be
unenlightened idiots if they didn't ap-
preciate you.” 9

“Ah! sahibs,” I went on, “it is be-
cause I am an unenlightened idiot that
I venture into your presence. A dream
came to me last night how it

up as|

1ig Van Cortlandt’s promise to en-|
a servant to wait upon Nightin-|
while his guest, I determined <o

lucky |

and sell the secret far many thousand | bazar—business

rupees. Then I ask myse!f what use,
when the great Shone Sahib/knows al-
ready by other means. No, I say; I
the secret for nothing—to see if
agrees with his.
be the same, he wili reward his hum-|
that he may keep a still
torigue.” !
Shone's prominent eyeballs fixed me |
wrathfuliy, but he swallowed his gorge, |
and though not, I suspeci, a humoris
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dreaming, did we?
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Mr. Van Cortlandt, from hkis lounge
hair, was declaiming to the ladies and
zen ! 11l in evening dress—on the
xtent d s»olendor of the vast as-

credentials.

“You can wade in right now and wait
it dinner,” said my new
bing his over Hhi
“Smartish fell ain't he,
that red sash round his waist
The elderly lady addressed,
afterwards discovered y be

hands

wequisition

er, Sophy, with

whom 1

te his gister,

{ had just agreed that I should ‘“‘come

in handy,” when cultured voice be-
hind me said

“I do trust, Mr. Van Cortlandt, that
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Buffalo Bill's Wild West ain't in it
with this circus” he was saying as 1
ntered the cir np light. And
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wroke off on cat f n “A
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iropped in frie a bit of
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Approaching im w sa-
aam, I explained my d he|
was &0 pleased to fi poke
Englis that he engaged me there and
the forgiving me for not being a no- |
table, and not troubling to examine my |

mployer, rub- ;

connected with

scientific researches.”

of Dr. the
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same
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When the soup had gone round, ¥ had
members

that the pretty girl, Minna Van Cort-
daughter,

“Liberty hall, doector, Liberty hall,” land an obvious attraction to the two
responded the genial millionaire, ris- | well groomed young men. These were,
[ing. “We’'ll take our corn now, though, | respectively, Charley Vanneck, a New
for I'm getting peckish. Here: you, | Y¢ ., and one Don Ignacio
what’'s your name?” he added, clutch- n, lank haired, yellow
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he thought he saw the funny side of it, | face Nightingall. instant dislike—chiefly
and laughei. | “Manajee,” I answered boldly, | because htingaii struck me as cui-

“AH right,” he said: “if you can tell {though I was seized with fear lest the |tivating him assiduously, and be«
me anything ! don't know already, l'lléburning eyves which looked into mine |as a suitor for ‘Minna the lively young
give you a hundred rupees when it|skould recognize me. New Yorker seemed infinitely pr
comes off.” ' | *“Well, Manajee, one of your duties | able,

“My dream was of a bhemb, Sahib,” 1! will be to wait on my guest, Dr. Night- Standing behind Nightingall's «
replied eagerly “There was a vision|ingall,” Van Cortlandt went on. “He'll | I was wondering whether he mear )
of a tall, thin man trying to biow upide to fill your tub and brush your |utilize these chance acquaintances as
the Nizam =o that he might run off | elothes, 1 reckon, doctor” no t instruments in his scheme
with the big diamond.” Had the crisis really passed, or did suddeniy at a little distance thers

Saone rose wrathfully from the set-!it only seem to, in the carelessly mur- an upre that, swelling into a
tee, made as though to spurn me \\'il“.‘xnuru.! thanks which my terrible ad- ty W of sound, caused tl]
his foot, thought better of it, and sank | versary tendered to his host There | still air « Indian night to quiver
down again. was an unctuous suavity in his on and vibr bringing Mr. Var rt-
R & 15 N he thundered, once wmore!and a crease at the corner of s cru andt to 1 ith the startled
1idopling what he thought was the!mouth that inspired an uneas: 3y
funny side of “Go, Mr. Native|though a general adjournment As a two ilweller in the 1 1
Draamer, with full leave to come back | mess tent and the necessity for sche ould have ld him, but I Kk
ind claim your 109 rupees when you|ing myself to my new duties as a |answ to ! juious Eu
iave proved your bomb.” i waiter relieved the tension. At Jeast

And as 1 fled from the billiard T"'T.J'H was reassuring to find that my dis- Continued on Pagc ;"
with every show of alarm, 1 heard the¢
great man sigh. = —ee - “ . o

“(Curious creatures these ° niggers,
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